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and our own forces in and behind the forts are quite
sufficient, I have, as already reported in a telegram of
the 10th instant, given up the idea of a concentration
of further troops outside Paris. In accordance with the
wishes of the French Government, I consider it de-
sirable in the first place to avoid everything that would
attract the attention of the insurgents to the north
front, and thereby endanger the success of the surprise.
At the same time we consider it necessary to avert, as
far as possible, all accidental losses to our troops should
the insurgents, after repelling an attack, open fire with
their artillery on the retiring French columns. In the
event of his Majesty the Emperor and King afterwards
expressly ordering the German troops to co-operate in
the attack on Paris, I venture to express the humble
opinion that, in view of the situation at the present
moment, when the resistance is already organised and
the insurgents are accustomed to fire, a simple bom-
bardment of the enceinte would scarcely secure our
object. It might then be desirable to proceed against
the nearest gates and bastions with a battering train
posted on the plateau of Romainville, and probably an
occupation of the enceinte would only be attended with
decisive success after we had advanced as far as Buttes
Chamont, as this position commands the greater part of
the northern half of Paris."

Bucher informed me this evening that Professor
Aegidi of Bonn has entered the Foreign Office as
Councillor in charge of press matters, and is to under-
take the appointment of agents, journalists, and other
such gentlemen. He added: " Something has already
been said in the newspapers on the subject. One
newspaper contained a note, which had doubtless been
provided by Aegidi himself, to the effect that he would